Principal’s Annual Report – 2020
This year has been one that I think many would rather forget. The challenges have
been immense and the navigation of the unknown has at times felt like running a
dangerous gauntlet blindfolded. Yet, through it all, the amazing team that is Fulton
School, consistently ensured that the pursuit of “Excellence in Deaf Education”
underpinned our every move.
It gives me great pleasure to present this annual report to our donors, sponsors,
families and friends and to share with you the many successes we have had during
this crazy year. I am proud of the incredible people who work at our school who make
it possible to write such a positive report in an otherwise, not-so-positive year.
Thank you
My very first thank you in this report must go to the unsung heroes of our school who
reported on duty on 18 May 2020 while the country was still under Alert Level 4 and
began the difficult job of returning our school to its familiar beauty and cleanliness. Our
groundsmen and cleaning staff cut and mowed, dug and raked, cleaned and dusted,
and washed and shined every nook and cranny of the school in preparation for the
return of the admin and teaching staff. During this time, the staff also received a oneday training on deep cleaning and sanitising.

Getting the school ready for the other staff and learners to return was no mean feat as
the demands in terms of cleaning and sanitising were taken up many notches, and our
staff hit the mark. Even now, they are mopping classrooms, hostels and bathrooms
several times a day, ensuring that everyone is safe. Siyabonga kakhulu kubo bonke
laba basebenzi.

The next thank you needs to go to the amazing ladies on the School Management
Team and the members of the COVID19 Committee. It has been a year where
decisions get made on a Sunday night after a presidential announcement and at 9pm
when a COVID case is reported. The support and collective thought and wise decision
making through every one of these difficult moments ensured that our learners and
school community at large were kept safe and that education was provided as best as
possible. Not only did we have to react to sudden announcements but also plan for
possible future announcements and have plan B, C, D and E all lined up, just in case.
Leading our school during this time with this incredible team made it all much easier.
And to the educators, therapists and teaching assistants who rapidly became
WhatsApp video experts, screenshot marking pros and video calling professionals –
thank you for rising to the occasion. Your creativity and willingness to try ways of
teaching unlike anything you had ever done before is greatly appreciated. Your newly
acquired skills will certainly not go to waste as we explore the continued use of
technology in education together.

Exciting changes pre-COVID
Term 1 2020 brought with it a slightly amended timetable and bus transport schedule.
The reason for this was to afford the many day scholars who use the bus, the
opportunity to also participate in extra-curricular activities. We were so pleased to have
FITS Rugby Academy join us one afternoon a week for the Foundation and
Intermediate Phase boys and girls to be introduced to touch rugby. We were also given
mini-cricket equipment by the KZN Cricket Union to introduce the game of Cricket to
our Foundation Phase learners.

In addition, art and drama, a school newspaper and a service club were added to the
afternoon activities list for those not as keen on sport. We continue to offer volleyball,
netball, swimming, triathlon and soccer in the afternoons too. We thank our staff
members who share their time and talents to ensure that our learners have the
opportunity to receive a holistic and well-rounded education at Fulton.
This year also saw the introduction of Geography as a subject in the FET phase. Fulton
may well be the only school for the Deaf in the country that offers this subject.
Introducing a new subject in a year like this one was not an easy task but it has largely
been a success and we look forward to seeing the subject grow.
We were fortunate that we were able to have our swimming gala in Term 1 before the
closure of schools – and it was a day thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended.
The COVID era
The sudden closure of schools on the 18th of March and the very extended period of
school closure thereafter, presented our school, like all others, with many questions
about what this meant for education. Work packs were sent home and Departmental
Heads graciously offered their cell numbers to parents to contact them with any
difficulties that the learners might experience. After the nationwide lockdown was
announced, it was clear that this wasn’t going to be the anticipated 3-4 week closure
and plans were rapidly put into place.

One of the initial actions was to make a public appeal for funds to assist our learners
with the purchase of data. The Management Team realised that we had almost
complete coverage of learners with basic smart phones (either learners or parents)
and this would be the most effective way to stay in touch and continue educating our
learners. Every family received data and those who were working well and required
additional data, we continued to buy until learners were back at school.
Each Departmental Head has completed a report on the activities in their phase.
Foundation Phase (Mrs Nicole Robson)
Despite the challenges thrown at us this year, each and every learner in the
Foundation Phase has made their teacher proud, in so many ways.
The determination these young learners showed through lockdown was admirable doing their daily homework and proudly showing it off to their classmates on our weekly
video chats. Despite limited resources, these learners enthusiastically put together art
projects and prepared SASL presentations, all the while trudging through the
numeracy and literacy workbooks prepared by their teachers.

Staff welcomed learners back with excitement in June/July and
from then on it was full steam ahead. Monday’s weren’t blue in
the FP; teachers chose a theme each week and planned a fun
activity to get the week started off on a positive note. This spirit
was felt by all of the learners and their positive outlook and
determination to complete the curriculum was worth it all.
We received a fantastic donation from Highbury Preparatory
School and will be expecting a local artist, Giffy, to paint our
sunbird walls in the coming weeks.
Cottage one used funds raised from our market day last year to upgrade the
playground outside cottage one. The learners have been very busy climbing up, down,
through over and between the new equipment.

The Young Engineers program has been a highlight for Grade’s
R - 3; they have worked on the basic skills required for problem
solving and critical thinking - all while building and creating! We
are so pleased that the sponsorship for this programme will
continue in 2021.

Intermediate Phase (Mrs Asiya Essop)
The Intermediate Phase welcomed many new changes at the start of 2020, however
nobody could have anticipated what exactly the year had in store for us! We kicked of
the year with a splash, Annual Swimming Gala, a much loved event which all of our
learners successfully participated in.

Needless to say, soon after challenges surfaced and
were swiftly overcome, the solutions became our new
normal. Our learners and staff have persevered through
it all and continue to be the true super heroes.

We maintained the momentum of teaching and learning, created in Term One, via
online platforms throughout the National Lockdown, with teachers making ourselves
available to learners and their families at all times. Amidst all of the fear and anxiety
our learners were well into the swing of distance learning, comforted by the familiar
faces of teachers and assistants.
The overwhelming positive response received during online classes made returning
to school a smoother transition than was anticipated. Our learners continued to
surprise us by taking all of the challenges in their stride with a smile, making us
teachers, all the happier to have returned to where we all
belong.
Heritage Day shed new light on the Intermediate Phase
by reminding us that no matter what challenges are
thrown our way; we cannot be defeated. Well into the
new normal, the rest of the year continued with the
knowledge that working together really is the only path to
success.

As we get closer to end of what has been quite a year, we
are humbled by these young souls and all that they have
come to represent. World Children’s Day helped us and
them put that into perspective and ignite a better
appreciation for having had the honour of being a part of
their lives and remind us why this vocation is heart-held.

And as December arrived we cued the year end festivities! Prize giving, although
different, was no less celebrated by all – learners, staff and parents. Our learners
achieved well and the future is bright again.
High School (Mrs Natalie Blignault)
This year we welcomed Zukisa Keyi (SASL Educator) and Prabashnie Moodley
(English First Additional Language Educator) to the High School staff.
All High School learners were given the opportunity to vote for a class leader to
represent them on the RCL. Siwongiwe Mlambo continued to represent learners on
the School Governing Body.
The Vocational Class had the opportunity to work alongside staff members at the
Eldorado Spur in Hillcrest as part of their Hospitality course. Every Wednesday, the
learners would travel to Hillcrest to receive training. The training covered all the areas
of the restaurant including Front End (which included providing table service), meal
preparation, cooking and Health and Safety. At the end of the Term, the Vocational
learners and some volunteers from the High School participated in a Shadow Waitron
Evening. The skills learned at Spur gave our learners the confidence to set up venues
for function hire and staff meetings.
Ladies from the Floral Arrangement society instructed the Vocational learners how to
prepare flowers and create bouquets for different functions. These ladies gave of their
time once a month and impressed the learners with fascinating exhibitions. Our
learners produced excellent arrangements at each lesson.
A farewell party was held to wish our Vocational learners all the best for their future.
The 3 learners in the group have completed a 4 year course and will be searching for
employment. We trust that the skills that they have gained here at Fulton will help
them achieve a fulfilling future.

During the first term, Grades 6, 8 and 10 went on an
excursion to Durban University of Technology to learn more
about Robotics. The learners were fascinated with the
programming of robots, flying drones, 3D printing and virtual
reality. They also had the opportunity to learn about
programming to create various computer-operated devices
such as heat detectors, electronic pianos and traffic lights.

During Lockdown an invitation to submit a short story was given to all learners across
the country. Khadeejah Hansrod’s story, among others, was selected and published
in the book Lockdown Learning.

The Grade 12 learners designed a Matric Jacket for themselves. They completed their
Consumer Studies, Design and Visual Arts Practical exams successfully.
While trying to make Fulton a place of learning
and ease the stress experienced by learners
during the COVID-19 pandemic we asked
everyone to remember that they are SUPER
and encouraged everyone to dress up as a
SUPERHERO. Despite all of the restrictions
and cautioning it was important to remember
our Heritage too.

Many lessons outside in the warm July sun.
Using a staggered and blocked timetable, learners were able to return to Fulton earlier
than other schools as we followed strict COVID-19 regulations. This helped staff to
ensure that learners were well prepared for the November Controlled Tests.
This year we accepted two additional learners to our Matric group by extending our
Examination Centre to include an Amended Examinations candidate, Part Time
Repeater Candidate and a learner that wrote a Supplementary Examination. This is in
line with Fulton’s philosophy that every Deaf child and young person deserves the right
to access excellent education opportunities.

Thanks to new laptops, the Grade 12 SASL
examinations were conducted in the SASL rooms
allowing more use of the Computer Room to other
classes over the busy examination period. Grade 12
exams were completed on 15 December 2020 and we
celebrated the moment with a toast to our three full
time Grade 12s of the class of 2020. These ladies
showed exceptional maturity through a very
challenging matric year and we are so proud of their
efforts.

A prize Giving was held for Grade 7 to 11 on
Thursday, 10 December 2020. Due to COVID-19
restrictions only Prize Winners and their parents
were invited to attend the ceremony. Our most
prestigious Trophy of the Day, the Curry Cup
Trophy was awarded to Nontobeko Mungwe.

Psycho-social support (Ms Nicole Chetty)
This year the SGB agreed to employ a schoolcounsellor on a part-time basis to attend to the
psycho-social needs of our learners. Considering the
high levels of stress that resulted from the lockdown –
this decision could not have come at a better time.
During lockdown, our counsellor assisted learners and
their families via video calls offering counselling.
Weekly lessons and activities were sent to learners
pertaining to coping skills, study skills, coping with
grief, managing anxiety and so on.

Once we returned to school, an orientation programme was put together for each
group of learners as they returned. This orientation included aspects around mental
health. Mrs Chetty formulated a survey on how learners coped during the lockdown
and was able to distinguish which learners and families needed more support
psychologically, then assisted them further. There were a total of 27 learners and
families that needed additional psychological support.
Once a routine at school was established, Ms Chetty began conducting the Raven’s
Progressive Matrices assessment. This assessment was conducted to help screen
learners who are struggling academically with a view to identifying development needs
and ensuring that the learning needs of every child at Fulton are catered for.

2020 Medical Report (Sr Lorna Mahlknecht)
What a different year, and it was amazing to see how all learners, parents and teachers
embraced the changes that COVID-19 brought to all of us.
During the Lockdown our school nurse presented a few educational videos to all
learners regarding the COVID-19 pandemic and infection prevention measures to
take.
Sr Lorna was also an integral part of the school COVID Committee and assisted with
the safety measures and rules to be put into place within the school to protect learners
and staff at Fulton School. During the orientation sessions for staff and learners, she
presented COVID training to ensure that everyone had the correct and updated
information. Since everyone entering the school has to be screened, Sr Lorna has
formed part of this team and has also overseen the screening of those who stay on
the property or who travel on the school bus.
We also assisted Kloof Clinic with administration of the booster Diphtheria and
Tetanus vaccines for age appropriate learners in March 2020.
Unfortunately, the department no longer employ our school GP and ENT; Sr Lorna will
endeavour to help our children if they need medical assistance and will contact
Parents if the child needs referral to the clinic or family GP.
Aural rehabilitation (Ms Faatima Nakhooda)
Our 2020 school year has been exciting and somewhat challenging with all the various
changes that have occurred due to COVID-19.
At the heart of our school community is our mission to provide the best speech therapy
services for the learners. We address their communication needs in order to foster
their educational and social success. Learners are provided with the necessary
support or extension to accomplish their speech and language therapy goals. There
has been a lot of excitement for the noticeable improvements and progress in many
of our learners. There have been individual as well as group therapy sessions across
all phases in the school. These therapy sessions include both Aural Rehabilitation and
Language Therapy. A “Live-English” session is carried out once a week with a group
of High School learners, which has been fun and invigorating.
During the lockdown period, learners continued receiving therapy remotely. Therapy
material was sent through class groups, one-on-one sessions took place over video
call and group sessions via Google classroom. A sincere thank you to all of the parents
involved with the on-going support of your children, particularly during the lockdown
period.
Preparing for 2021
Although we have no idea what next year holds, having navigated 2020 together as a
team and overcoming many hurdles, I am confident we will continue to provide
excellence in Deaf Education no matter what is thrown our way. In preparation for
extension of the technology in learning that we were forced to adopt this year, we have
employed a fulltime ICT Manager, Mr Max van Heeswijk, at school from Dec 2020.

This will ensure that staff training in the use of technology and uptime of our ICT
infrastructure is up to scratch and will grow from strength to strength. We also welcome
Mr Calvin Makhaza to the front office as our fulltime receptionist from Dec 2020.
Although he was working at Fulton through 2020 it was as part of the Youth
Employment Services programme. Welcome to both gentlemen! We hope that your
association with our school is a long and fulfilling one.
In closing, we extend our thanks to the many donors who made it possible for our
learners to continue receiving education through lockdowns, alternate week
attendance and quarantine periods and whose support enables us to ensure that our
school remains well-resourced. Employment of staff, upgrading of ICT equipment,
purchasing resources and ensuring comfort in our hostels is largely possible due to
your generosity. We are most grateful.
Wishing all our families, friends and supporters a safe holiday season and prosperous
2021.
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