
 

 

 

PRINCIPALôS ANNUAL REPORT 2019 
 
This year we celebrated the 60th anniversary of the establishment of Fulton School for the 
Deaf. Our school was the first school for Deaf children in the then, Natal Province, and has 
grown from 6 learners in 1959 to 97 at the end of 2019. We are proud of our history of 
excellence in Deaf education and look forward with excitement and intent to the next 60 
years.  
 
This report is a compilation of the valuable input of everyone involved in the education, care 
and development of the learners at Fulton. My thanks go to all the staff, volunteers and 
parents of the Governing Body who dedicate their time and expertise to our school. The 
contribution of each and every person is acknowledged with thanks.  
 
2019 has been a year of change at Fulton, particularly as far as staffing goes. There have 
also been a great number of events and projects that will be reported on below. 
 
60TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 
 
Our 60th Anniversary celebrations kicked off with a special assembly on 31 January 2019 ï 
exactly 60 years after the key to the school was handed to Bishop Inman by Mr and Mrs 
Fulton. It was wonderful to see past learners and staff attending the event ï made extra 
special by the beautiful cake prepared by Zolitaôs. 

 
 
 

 
In June, we welcomed the wider Fulton family and Deaf community to enjoy a 60th 
Anniversary Fun Day. There was an amazing turnout of people ï some having flown from 
overseas or come from different parts of the country to join us. It was amazing to meet one 
of the first 6 Deaf learners that entered the school in 1959! 
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The annual school concert was also themed on the 60th Anniversary as we enjoyed 
ñCelebrating the Decadesò. Our learners danced us through the 50s, 60s, 70s, 80s, 90s and 
00s and every audience clapped and danced along with us.  
 

 
 
We also used the anniversary as an opportunity to teach the public 60 signs in SASL through 
our Facebook page, and have conducted various SASL workshops to raise awareness 
through the year. Every one of these proves invaluable as we reiterate the belief that DEAF 
CAN. 
 
 
STAFF MATTERS 
 
In June, I was appointed as Principal of the 
school and was introduced to the school by 
the Circuit Manager, Mrs Sithole on 31 May 
2019. I am no stranger to the school, 
having taught here many years ago and 
most recently sat on the SGB as a 
representative of DeafSA. As I said at the 
school assembly in May ï it feels like 
coming home.  
 
My appointment meant that Mrs Bronwyn 
Bouwerôs 5 terms as Acting Principal came 
to an end. We thank her most sincerely for the wisdom that she exercised in those uncertain 
months. Mrs Bouwer retired at the end of September 2019 and we wish her well in her 
retirement. As a result of this retirement, interviews were conducted for acting members of 
the School Management Team. We welcomed Mrs Cheryl Devnath as acting Deputy 
Principal and Mrs Asiya Essop as acting Intermediate Phase Departmental Head. We will 
welcome a new temporary educator to the High School in 2020. 
 
During the year Mrs Martin (August) and Ms Osman (November) became proud mommies 
again. Mrs Martinôs locum, Mrs Nicole Chetty proved to be a great asset and will be returning 
in the new year as a part-time school counsellor employed by the SGB as we actively seek 
to ensure that the psycho-social needs of our learners are catered for.  We will also continue 
to offer Play Therapy to learners who will benefit from this. 
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Sadly, Fulton lost two staff members during the year. Mr Pakamisa Mbonyana, a house 
father for the young boys in Cottage 2 and long-standing staff member, passed away in 
February. In September, the sudden passing of Mr Joseph Nyawose, a general worker and 
our second bus driver was a shock to everyone. Gone but definitely not forgotten. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LEARNER MATTERS 
 
Fulton learners continue to make us proud. It is wonderful as a principal to get phones calls 
and emails of thanks from schools and organisations that our learners visit. They always 
represent their school impeccably and each and every one of them is an asset to their 
school. 
 
Foundation Phase 
 
The educators and children have once again had a busy and productive year. The value of 
outdoor play and learning through doing is very evident in this phase. The children are 
encouraged to learn by experiencing things and have enjoyed a number of outings during 
the year. The first outing was a visit to Ushaka Marine World where they learnt all about 
Marine Biology, got to dissect a fish and enjoyed looking at all the amazing sea animals in 
the aquarium.  
 

 
They also learnt about how bread is made and then went to see it actually happening with 
a wonderful outing to the Albany bread factory.  
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Our Foundation Phase learners also get many opportunities to meet and spend time with 
their peers in hearing schools. This year Kloof Pre-Primary visited our school and the 
children were taught some basic signs and spent the rest of the morning playing with our 
learners. It was wonderful to see how the children from the two schools just got on with the 
serious work of playing and imagining without any concern about communication barriers. 
 
Our Foundation Phase is also supported very 
generously by the boys in the FP at Highbury 
School. Every year the boys fundraise to buy 
something that is needed in the Fulton FP. This 
year we received much needed equipment for the 
outdoor play area. Our learners went to Highbury 
to receive the donation and had a great time 
playing with their new friends. 
 
Our annual concert was well received as always, and the Foundation Phase and pre-school 
learners stole the hearts of every audience with their excellent dancing and acting 
performances.  
 
 
Intermediate Phase 
 
The Intermediate phase teachers and learners have had an exciting and busy year! 
 
They started off the year doing some charity work for the SPCA - Fulton learners are 
encouraged to think about the plight of other people, animals and the environment. The 
learners and staff collected food for the cats and dogs needing to be adopted at the Kloof 
SPCA. They spent the day with the animals, looking at where they keep the animals waiting 
for adoption and how the SPCA cares for them. They learnt how to look after our animals 
and how to adopt an animal when they are older. They were taught how important it was to 
have your pets neutered or spayed and to do their yearly vaccinations.   
 
For working so hard they had a wonderful 
day down on the beach and at the Durban 
Paddling Pools. It is always wonderful for the 
learners to have a day together where they 
can make friends and enjoy each otherôs 
company without having to worry about 
school.  
 

In term 2 they were very lucky to be invited 
by Ushaka to spend the day learning about 
marine life. They were able to touch some 
marine animals and learn about their 
environment and how we can help protect 
their future. They watched the dolphin show 
and took a walk through the aquarium.   
  
In term 3 they went to the Spur after working 
so hard in the concert! It was a fantastic day 
with delicious food. 
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In term 4 for the end of year party, the IP staff and learners went 
to the ice-rink. They had so much fun and were able to use the 
snow penguins to balance if they were a bit unsteady. Although 
it was a fun outing, they learnt a lot about not giving up when 
you fall and helping your friends when they are unsure or have 
fallen down. 
 
 
At prize giving Migel Moodley was awarded the award as Junior Victor Ludorum and Akira 
Budhoo was awarded Junior Victrix Ludorum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Senior and FET Phase 
 
The high school is always abuzz with hard work and activities. The year started with good 
news in January that all three of our Grade 12s from 2018 had passed and that two obtained 
Bachelor passes. We had 7 Grade 12 learners in the class of 2019 and they were very busy 
with their academic work all year. This year we hosted a Spring School for these learners in 
preparation for their final exams and I am so grateful to teachers who are willing to give up 
their time to ensure that our learners receive as much support as possible.  
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 The High School was also involved in spreading kindness and celebrating our 60th 
anniversary ï their 60 minutes of kindness was dedicated to making and then distributing 
sandwiches to needy learners.  

 
 
Our Vocational learners had outings to Fairfield Dairy and the 
Mushroom Farm to learn about the different ways that goods 
are produced. This group of learners has also been very 
involved with preparation of food and décor for various events 
held at the school through the year. This is part of their 
hospitality training. They have also had the opportunity to have 
work experience at Eldorado Spur and we are very excited 
about the ongoing relationship with this wonderful restaurant 
who will welcome our learners back for a more formal 
programme in 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The end of the year was celebrated by the High School staff and learners at The Harvestry.  
Laser tag wars and a challenging obstacle course to navigate meant that on return there 
were lots of exhausted bodies and big smiles. It was a wonderful team-building outing for 
staff and learners.  
 
 


